NRMS Parent Newsletter– December 2017
Nauset Regional Middle School, 70 Rt. 28, Orleans, MA 02653;
Dr. Maxine Minkoff, Principal
December, 2017
December Calendar :

Greetings!

GREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

In the 2016 Middle School Youth Risk Behavior
Survey, we found that, at each grade level, academic
Dec. 2: Model UN Conference,
stress was perceived by students to be the highest
Boston, 5:30 a.m.—9:00 p.m.
cause of anxiety and depression. We want to explore
Dec. 2: Jr. District Auditions (grs. the cause for this. One factor may be the desire to
achieve honors/high honors. Homework practices,
7 & 8) 8:15 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
overscheduling, or other outside issues may also
Dec. 4: Field Trip—Gr. 6, 9:30
contribute. Most likely, several reasons come into
a.m.—12:30 p.m.
play. As parents you have the highest investment in
your children’s welfare and we value your thoughts
Dec. 5: Field Trip—Gr. 6, 8:45
and opinions on what will most help your children
a.m.—12:30 p.m.
academically, emotionally and socially. We will be
Dec. 6: Winter Concert, Grs. 7 & 8 holding a PARENT FORUM on Wednesday,
January 17th at 5:30 p.m. in our auditorium to
Dec. 8: Winter Drama Production, discuss the pros and cons to bestowing honors/high
6:30—7:30 p.m., Auditorium
honors on students as we believe this is a decision
that should be made jointly by home and school.
Dec. 9: Gr. 8 Wreath Pick-up,
Please join us for this important conversation.
9:00—10:00 a.m.
Sincerely,
Dec. 12: Term II Half Over
Maxine Minkoff, Principal
Dec. 13: Term II Interim Reports
Online
Dec. 18: Geography Bee, 9:30—
11:30 a.m., Auditorium
Dec. 19: Gr. 6—Neil Nichols, The
Geography Man, visit
Dec. 20: Gr. 7—Neil Nichols, The
Geography Man, visit
Dec. 20: Gr. 8 HRs. 148, 156, 146,
158 to NRHS, 8:30—10:30 a.m.

Winter Concerts

508-255-0016, FAX 508-240-1105
Marcia M. Cameron, Assistant Principal
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Yearbooks
Yearbook order forms were given to students in
their homerooms. You can order a yearbook
now at price of $20. After March 1st the cost
will increase to $25. Would you like to advertise
your business in the yearbook? You can buy an
ad for just $15 or you can buy a parent message for $5 and your child will be surprised
when they see it in the book.

Adventure Education
Term 2 is closing in on being half over and the
two 8th grade Adventure Education advanced
classes are beginning to look deeply into themselves and their unique journey. They have
already encountered first-hand experiences with
swans, otters, great-blue herons and many other animals that live in the Nauset area. They
have begun their examination of the “Medicine
Wheel” (the only true measurement of time) and
are about to experience the “Painted Face,” a
very empowering and popular lesson.

The 7th & 8th grade band, chorus, orchestra, and
jazz band Winter Concert is Wednesday, December 6
at 7pm. The 6th grade Winter Concert
is Wednesday, January 10 at 7pm. This concert will
feature the band, chorus, and orchestra. Come
support our amazing musicians and see what they
have accomplished so far this year! Hope to see you
there!

Dec. 21: School Council, 3:00
p.m., Rm. 269
Dec. 21: Superintendent’s
Community Chat, 3:00 p.m.,
NRMS Library
Dec. 22: Early Dismissal at 11:43
a.m.
Dec. 25—Jan. 1 School Vacation

EARLY DISMISSAL:
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
11:43 A.M.
(NO LATE BUS, NO AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS,
NO LUNCH SERVICE)
NO SCHOOL
FOR STUDENTS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2
Staff Prof. Dev.

Winter Drama Production
The NRMS Drama Club will be presenting their
winter production of “Murder Most Fowl,” “Murder at
Brantley Manor,” and “Diamonds in the Rough,” three
skits that are certain to keep you guessing “who
dunnit?” The performance is Friday, December 8th
at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium. Admission is $3.00.
Drama Club students should report to the music
room at 5:45 p.m. before the performance.

Along with the two Adventure Education
(Introduction) classes in the 7th grade, there are
presently 58 students participating in Adventure Education Term 2 in 7th or 8th grade. The
two 7th grade classes are closing in on their
“Vision Quest”, where an animal will come to
them and this may become their “Power Ally” or
“Spirit Animal” a very exciting experience.

Spirit Gear For Sale
The NRMS Parent Group will be selling sweatshirts and t-shirts outside of our auditorium before the Winter Concert on Wednesday, December 6th and before the Winter Drama production on Friday, December
8th. Due to popular demand they’ve placed a second order for sweatshirts with the letter N in Adult Small,
Medium, Large, and XL sizes. Sweatshirts are $35.00. T-shirts have NRMS printed on them in sizes Youth
Large and Adult Small, Medium and Large. The T-shirts are $20.00. Thank you for your support!

Drug-Sniffing Dogs
Dear NRMS Parents/Guardians
The Middle School is a safe place for your children to be and we have had almost no problems with substance abuse; however, I want to make sure that the school continues to be safe and that we are sending
students a strong message that we have a “no tolerance” policy. Therefore, sometime in the future we will
have a lockdown drill during which police will bring in drug-sniffing dogs. Your children will not be directly exposed to this as they will be inside the rooms and not in the halls.
Dr. Maxine Minkoff
Principal

Greenhouse Learning Lab
The Orleans Winter Farmers Market began on Saturday, December 2nd in our school cafeteria and will be
held every Saturday throughout the winter from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. Come visit our table where pea shoots,
greens, holiday swags and succulent gardens made by our students will be available! If you miss the
market, support our students by purchasing our pea shoots for your salads and sauces at Friends
Marketplace in Orleans or the Orleans Whole Foods Store. We need 6th grade volunteers to help sell our
produce at the Farmers’ Markets. Students should please stop by Room 121 and sign up with Ms.
Bertrand.
Grade 6 students in the Greenhouse Learning Lab have just completed their protocol lessons learning
about safety, cleanliness, planting and pest management. Students in Mrs. Reddish’s homeroom learned to
recycle clay that they then used to make coil pots for succulent gardens. See pictures below.

Grade 7 science classes have used the greenhouse this fall to test solar ovens. Ms. Fleischer’s 7th grade
science class sketched the energy system of the greenhouse as they explored types of kinetic and potential
energy and the Law of Conservation of Energy.
Grade 8 students have been busy planting peas for shoots that are be used weekly in our school salad and
to sell to local customers, including Friends Marketplace, Orleans Whole Food Store ,and the Spoon and
Seed Restaurant in Hyannis. They have also used our hydroponics equipment to propagate greens.

